Mapping of underwater habitats in
Latvian EEZ: findings and challenges
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SP identified areas
with unknown

nature value in
Latvian EEZ

Need for research
Sand banks???
Potential wind / waves energy /oil / aquaculture territories

= LIFE REEF project
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LIFE REEF methods

Accoustic scanning of the [
territories, 4116 km? A

\

71w

203" 2 |
i
]/‘ Rocks lines
— - Coarse lines
—\ i* Rocks fines ;I::l:‘:
Coarse lines Mud lines
— 1| | Mixed lines Ventspils South Rocks.
Sand lines ;. Ventspils South Coarsq
|- Mud lines - Ventspils South Mixed
— ] Liepoja Rock Ventspils South Sand
—' I3 Liepoja Coar | e AR - L.
| Liepoja Mixe e e . S ——
L Liepoia Sanc .., e
| | /
4 ,'/
I . /

—
.

6017

i / P
/ Akmensrags
: ,-/ o »
/
_J . | |5 /
A
Ktk Nida-Pérkone
v.‘ APZIMEJUMI:
| []Visas AJT
Smilu sakli (1110) (04/04/2023)
o N 0 20 40 80 km I Rifi (1170) (04/04/2023)
B L 1

L 1 1 1 L L J

“@m




Methods

* Underwater video observations
e Habitat identification
* Diving
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Deep reef habitats vs. coastal habitats




Distribution of ecosystem services

example of nutrient storage
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oes it matter where to
r habitats?
protect | Yes|

« We must protect the most complex habitats

 With most of ecological functions- important
for fish, birds and humans

 With most of ecosystem services important
for human wellbeing!




Take home messages...

« Stony reefs in Latvian territorial waters and EEZ are
widely distributed and prominent habitats

« But most valuable habitats occur in coastal waters
where marine protected areas overlap with other sea-
uses and most of the spatial conflicts can arise.







Thank you for
attention!

reef.daba.gov.lv
LATVIJAS
W Z@‘ i @ o £BIOR
NATURA 2000 attsioas sgenira Dobas St ey UNVIOES ZIATNISKA STITOTS




	Slide 1: Mapping of underwater habitats in Latvian EEZ: findings and challenges
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: MSP identified areas with unknown nature value in Latvian EEZ
	Slide 4: LIFE REEF methods
	Slide 5: Methods 
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Protected Stony reef habitats (1170)
	Slide 8: Deep reef habitats vs. coastal habitats
	Slide 9: Distribution of ecosystem services example of nutrient storage
	Slide 10: Does it matter where to protect habitats?
	Slide 11: Take home messages…
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Thank you for attention!

