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Latvian coastal fisheries – management

Fishing gears
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s Additional regulations:
• Total allowable catch
• Gear parameters 
• Seasonal and spatial closures
• Minumum conservation size
• Bycatch restrictions

Gulf of Riga

Baltic Sea



Latvian coastal fisheries – gears and landings

Herring pound nets

Round goby trapnets

Gillnets

Annual catch ~ 3000 t

Main fishing gears:
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Increasing

Decreasing

Stable

Species Group Trend

Herring Marine

Round goby Marine

Flounder Marine

Vimba bream Migratory

Cod Marine

Smelt Migratory

Bream Freshwater

Perch Freshwater

Eelpout Marine

Garfish Marine

Latvian coastal fisheries – species composition in 
landings

Top 10 species

• High species 
diversity

• Herring strongly 
dominates

• High landings of 
round goby 

• Many species are 
decreasing



Latvian coastal fisheries – spatial distribution 
of landings

• Higher landings in
the Gulf of Riga

• Overlap with MPAs

Offshore landings

Lack of spatial resolution 
in coastal landings



Latvian coastal fisheries – potential interactions 
with MPAs

• Bycatch of birds and mammals

• Habitat degradation

• Biodiversity loss

• Round goby control



Methodology protocol for 
assessing the impact of 
fisheries on marine Natura 
2000 sites

The impact of fisheries



The initial results revealed that 
high-priority bird protection 
areas cover the entire Latvian 
coastline Top 10 %

Next 20 %
Rest

Available data on seabird 
bycatch in Latvia

• 2006-2008. LIFE Nature 
project “Marine Protected 
Areas in the Eastern Baltic 
Sea” LIFE 05 
NAT/LV/000100

• 2009-2022. Information 
from fishers

Identification of high-priority bird protection areas



Stakeholder involvement



In 2025 we started on-site 
monitoring of coastal fisheries to 
obtain:

• More recent bycatch data
• Information on gear locations

Coastal fishers are selected 
randomly on a weekly basis (143 
companies in total

Coastal fisheries monitoring



• 119 trips (February-September 2025)
• 52 companies visited
• 19 seabirds in bycatch
• 2 seals in bycatch 22
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Coastal fisheries monitoring



Coastal fisheries monitoring



Coastal fisheries monitoring



Conclusions (so far)

Stakeholder involvement is crucial

Do benefits outweigh the costs?

For some questions there are no immediate 
answers

Ways forward:
• Regular on site monitoring
• GPS tracking
• Adaptive management system
• Seasonal closures
• Shifting towards more selective fishing gears



reef.daba.gov.lv

ivars.putnis@bior.lv

Thank you for 
your attention!

mailto:ivars.putnis@bior.lv
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