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Latvian coastal fisheries — management
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Latvian coastal fisheries — gears and landings
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landings

Top 10 species

Brétlina- 177.604

Soa * High species
e s diversity

AL:nts .

i * Herring strongly
Batais cavae | o1 dominates

Karpa = 0958

Rudulis 4 0945

Zakzivs - 0.855

Upes négis - 0.747 . .

* High landings of
Védzele 4 0.221

Cetrragu bullzivs 4 0.207

Sams 40138 round gOby

Vike = 0.074

Kinas cimdinkrabis - 0.061

Store 4 0.055

Tabite 4 0.051 .

Jurasgrundulis 4 0.03 P M

Sudrabkarisa - 0021 any SpeCIes are

Trisadatu stagars 4 0.016 .

decreasing

Zobenzivs 4 0.007

Sardine 4 0.003
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Latvian coastal fisheries — species composition in

Species

Group

Trend

Increasing

Decreasing

Stable

<7 =< | Herring Marine
* Round goby Marine
Flounder Marine
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Migratory
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of landings

e Higher landings in
the Gulf of Riga

* Qverlap with MPAs

Offshore landings
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Latvian coastal fisheries — spatial distribution
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Latvian coastal fisheries — potential interactions
with MPAs

Biodiversity loss




Methodology protocol for
assessing the impact of
fisheries on marine Natura
2000 sites

STEP1

STEP2

The impact of fisheries

List of fishing gear
used 1n and around
marine Natura 2000

sites
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List of habitats /
species for which
Matura 2000 sites have
been designated
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The initial results revealed that
high-priority bird protection
areas cover the entire Latvian
coastline I Top 10 %
Next 20 %

Rest

|dentification of high-priority bird protection areas

Available data on seabird
bycatch in Latvia

e 2006-2008. LIFE Nature
project “Marine Protected
Areas in the Eastern Baltic
Sea” LIFE 05
NAT/LV/000100

e 2009-2022. Information
from fishers




Stakeholder involvement




Coastal fisheries monitoring

In 2025 we started on-site o
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e 119 trips (February-September 2025)
e 52 companies visited

e 19 seabirds in bycatch

e 2sealsin bycatch
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Coastal fisheries monitoring
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Coastal fisheries monitoring
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Conclusions (so far)

Stakeholder involvement is crucial
Do benefits outweigh the costs?

For some questions there are no immediate
answers

Ways forward:

* Regular on site monitoring

e GPS tracking

e Adaptive management system

e Seasonal closures

e Shifting towards more selective fishing gears




Thank you for
your attention!
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